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Author’s  Preface 

The  Nelson  reunion  held  in  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  Lutheran 
Church  in  Town  of  Tumuli,  Sunday,  June  20tli,  1937,  when 
about  200  members  of  that  group  met,  encouraged  the  writing 
of  this  brief  historical  sketch.  The  information,  relative  to  the 
history  of  the  Nelson-Moen  family,  the  author  received  from 
children  of  the  Nelson  brothers,  and  “Tynset,”  (a  history  of 
that  place)  by  Tore  Aaen.  Other  historical  data  etc.  in  the  book 
he  has  gathered  from  various  books  and  newspaper  articles  in¬ 
cluding  Ivar  Steter’s  book  “0sterdalene”  and  his  own  personal 
observation  while  in  0sterdalen. 

May  a  greater  concern  be  manifested  among  our  people  to 
preserve  the  history  of  our  forebears,  including  a  history  of  the 
different  family  groups.  It  should  be  of  interest  and  of  great 
value  to  the  individual  to  know  the  history  of  his  own  family 
and  to  pass  such  a  history  on  to  the  generations  to  come.  To 
that  purpose  this  pamphlet  is  dedicated  ! 

— Bersvend  J.  Blikstad. 


Dalton,  Minnesota,  1938 


CHAPTER  ONE 


The  ancestral  home  a  forest  paradise — Life  in  the  valley— An  old 
and  rich  culture — -Tynset — The  grandparents  of  the  Nelson  brothers — 
Meaning  of  the  name  of  the  family  homestead  etc. 


In  1  he  east-central  part  of  southern  Norway  lies  a  forest-clad  re¬ 
gion  called  0sterdalen.  The  older  form  of  that  name  was  0sterdalene, 
v-liich  means  “the  valleys  to  the  east”.  For  millenniums  it  has  been  the 
hunter’s  and  the  fisherman’s  “paradise"’.  It  is  a  region  of  vast  ever¬ 
green  forests.  The  most  extensive  tracts  of  timber  in  all  of  Norway  are 
found  in  0sterdalen.  Beautiful  valleys  and  rivers  and  lakes,  which 
abound  with  fish,  and  the  deep  forests  and  the  mountain  plateaus, 
where  the  big  and  small  games  stalk,  and  here  and  there  several  higher 
mountains  standing  as  sentinels,  beckon  the  adventurer  and  the  tour¬ 
ist  on. 

Especially  in  the  valleys  and  along  the  rivers  are  found  larger  and 
smaller  farmsteads  well  kept,  where  often  father  and  then  son  have 
lived  on  the  same  place  down  through  the  centuries.  They  have  become 
deeply  attached  to  their  homeplace.  To  them  it  is  a  “sacred”  place.  The 
people  living  there  are  democratic  and  liberty  loving. 

The  largest  income  is  received  from  the  forests.  These  are  more 
zealously  cultivated  than  the  farm-land  and  state-laws  protect  the  for¬ 
ests  from  unwise  treatment.  Due  to  this  wise  policy  the  forests  are  as 
dense  today  as  they  were  long  time  ago.  Still  at  the  same  time  the  own¬ 
er  can  carry  on  logging,  which  gives  him  an  annual  income.  The  forests 
•also  abound  with  various  kinds  of  berries  such  as  multer,  lingenberries, 
bluebeiiies,  cranberries,  raspberries  etc.  These  are  picked  during  the 
summer  and  I  all  and  used  for  home  consumption.  Large  quantities  are 
a  Iso  shipped  to  foreign  countries. 

Some  mining  is  also  carried  on,  especially  of  copper  in  the  northern 
part  of  0sterdalen. 
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On  their  farms  the  people  raise,  particularly,  barley,  oats,  rye  and 
potatoes  and  many  dairy  products  such  as  butter  and  cheese. 

In  the  summer  the  cattle  are  kept  at  the  “seter”,  a  summer  dwell¬ 
ing  place,  usually  located  in  the  higher  regions  near  the  tree  limit.  Here 
the  cattle  roam  at  large  in  rich  highland  pastures  from  early  morning 
until  evening,  when  they  are  brought  by  the  herdsman  back  to  the  seter 
for  the  night.  In  the  fall  butter  and  the  many  cheese  products  are 
brought  down  to  the  farm  in  the  valley  to  grace  the  table  and  to  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  the  members  of  the  household  during  the  winter  months. 
Home  also  is  exported.  Near  most  of  the  railroad  stations  are  found 
creameries  where  the  surplus  milk  and  cream  is  taken  care  of. 

The  winter,  with  its  deep  snow  and  moderate  inland  climate,  is  a 
season  of  logging  and  winter  sports. 

The  people  of  0sterdalen  have  an  old  and  rich  culture.  Besides 
gradeschools  and  highschools  there  are  several  other  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  0sterdalen  has  given  to  Norway  many  illustrious  men 
and  women,  especially  writers,  such  as  Bj0rnstjerne  Bj0rnson,  Jacob  B. 
Bull,  Johan  Bojer,  Johan  Falkberget,  Sigrid  Undset,  Sven  Moren  and 
many  others. 

Several  finds  made  point  to  the  fact  that  people  roamed  this  region 
as  far  back  as  the  early  stone  age.  It  is  at  least  ascertained 
that  people  lived  there  during  the  Viking  period.  The  ancient  kings  ad: 
dressed  the  people  of  0sterdalen  with  this  greeting:  “Fiarre  odalbygd- 
hinni”,  which  means  “free  allodial  men  from  distant  past.” 

In  northern  0sterdalen  is  located  the  Tynset  parish.  Tynset  is  the 
name  for  a  railroad  station  with  its  town  and  surrounding  country.  The 
name  consists  of  two  parts  “Tyn”  and  “set”.  “Tyn”  is  an  abbreviation 
of  Tynna  or  Tunna,  the  name  of  a  tributary  to  the  river  Glomma,  which 
empties  into  Glomma  at  this  place,  “set”  means  an  abode  or  living  place. 
Tynset  is  today  the  leading  community  in  northern  0sterdalen.  Here  re¬ 
side  many  government  officials  such  as  a  pastor,  a  judge,  doctors,  et  al. 

Glomma,  the  longest  river  in  all  Scandinavia,  flows  through  the 


midst  of  Tynset  in  a  northeast  to  southwest  direction.  On  the  southeast 
side  of  the  river  we  find  the  railroad  station,  the  bank,  the  hospital,  sev¬ 
eral  large  stores,  hotels,  etc.  Many  good  highways  are  leading  into  and 
out  of  this  community.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  on  an  elevated 


place,  stands  the  beautiful  church  with  parsonage  in  the  midst  of  well 
built  up  farms.  To  the  south  stands  “Tron”  a  mountain,  reaching  4998 
fr.  above  sea  level.  A  two  hour  hike  from  the  railroad  station  will  bring 
you  to  the  top  of  “Tron”. 

What  has  been  already  stated  in  general  about  0sterdalen  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  Tynset  as  well,  so  no  further  description  will  be  given  in  this 
sketch. 


A  church  was  built  and  dedicated  at  Tynset  in  the  year  1211  A.  D. 
As  to  whether  this  was  the  first  church  in  Tynset  or  not  cannot  be 
stated  with  any  certainty.  Another  church  was  built  there  in  1057.  In 
i  <07  a  new  church  was  started  to  replace  the  old  one  as  the  latter  was 
loo  small.  This  one  was  dedicated  on  Quinquagesima  Sunday  in  the  year 
1708  by  bishop  Hans  Munch.  During  a  wedding  April  24th.  1792  the 

church  burned.  A  new  church  was  soon  erected  on  the  same  place.  It  was 


dedicated  in  1795  by  pastor  Wulfsberg  of  Aamot  in  0sterdalen.  This 
church  has  800  seats  and  it  is  still  in  use.  The  name  of  its  present  pas¬ 
tor  is  sogneprest  Gronlien. 


In  1790,  the  year  after  the  new  church  was  dedicated,  were  Peder 
Larsson  Ifaaset  and  Kirsti  Nilsdatter  Strommen  married  by  pastor  Hier¬ 
onymus  Leigh.  This  marriage  undoubtedly  took  place  in  the  church. 
These  two  were  the  first  settlers  on  Tr0en  ( Letengtr0en ) ,  and  became 
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grandparents  of  the  Nelson  brothers,  who  settled  in  Town  of  Tumuli  in 
the  early  pioneer  days. 

Their  son  Nils  Pederson  Leteng  married  Kari  Tollevsdatter  Brukro- 
ken.  They  settled  on  “Setermyrmoen”.  This  was  at  that  time  only  a  tract 
of  timber  land.  They  started  to  clear  land  there  in  1830.  In  1865  they  se¬ 
cured  deed  on  the  land.  At  that  time  they  had  one  horse,  9  heads  of  cat¬ 
tle  and  15  sheep. 

“Setermyrmoen”  means  there  was  a  “seter”  near  a  “myr”  or  marsh, 
and  bordering  on  this  marsh  was  a  “mo”  or  a  plain  with  somewhat  san¬ 
dy  soil,  where  the  living  house  and  other  buildings  were  erected.  Hence 
the  name  Setermyrmoen. 

To  Nils  Pederson  Leteng  and  his  wife  Kari  were  born  five  sons. 
Peder,  Tollev,,  Lars,  Jon  and  Ole  and  two  daughters  Kirsti  and  Anne. 
Peder  was  born  December  6th.  1829.  In  1866  he  married  Kari  Olsdatter 
Dalen.  As  was  customary  in  Norway  the  oldest  son  stayed  home  and 
cared  for  the  parents,  but  in  1878  he  sold  the  farm  to  his  brother-in-law 
Paul  Nilsson  Faadal  and  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America,  whereto 
his  four  younger  brothers  had  gone  several  years  before.  Paul  Nilsson 
Faadal,  who  bought  the  home  place  “Setermyrmoen”,  was  married  to 
Kirsti,  a  sister  of  the  Nelson  brothers.  In  1879  was  born  to  them  a  son, 
Nils  Paulson,  who  later  took  over  the  farm,  so  “Setermyrmoen”  is  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  Nelson  family. 
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CHAPTER  TWO 


The  ocean  is  ihe  Norsemen’s  playground — Early  visits  by  Norsemen 
to  America — The  arrival  of  Toilet  and  Lars  Nelson — Toilet  Nelson  and 
his  descendants  in  this  country. 


On  the  high  seas  the  Norsemen  are  at  home.  Today  they  own  the 
most  modern  and  best  equipped  merchant  fleet  in  the  world.  Compared 
with  other  leading  seafaring  nations,  as  to  tonnage  per  1,000  inhabi¬ 
tants,  the  figures  show  the  following:  Great  Britain  40  tons,  Japan  43 
tons,  I  .  S.  A.  80  tons  and  Norway  1,412  tons.  All  Norwegian  ships  are 
privately  owned  and  operated  without  any  government  subsidies  what¬ 
soever. 

That  such  a  nation  has  given  to  the  world  many  great  explorers 
and  navigators  is  natural.  They  were  among  the  earliest  to  find  their 
way  across  the  great  waters.  It  was  therefore  natural  that  they  dis¬ 
covered  Greenland  to  the  west  of  them.  This  was  in  876  A.  D.  Green¬ 
land,  the  second  largest  island  of  the  world,  is  a  part  of  America  and  is 
separated  from  the  mainland  by  a  narrow  body  of  water.  As  a  compari¬ 
son  it  can  be  mentioned  that  the  island  of  San  Salvador  in  the  AVest  In¬ 


dies,  where  Columbus  landed  in  1492,  616  years  later,  is  400  miles  off 
the  coast  of  Florida.  In  the  year  1000  A.  I).  Leif  Erikson  set  foot  on  the 
north  American  continent.  This  historic  event  has  been  recognized  by 
the  American  people  through  its  congress.  In  the  year  1008  A.  D.  was 
born  the  first  white  child  on  our  continent,  namely  Snorri  Thorfinnson. 
Much  could  be  related  about  the  various  visits  made  by  Norsemen  to 
this  land  and  their  adventures  in  this  country  during  the  Viking  period 
from  876  to  1476,  and  likewise  during  the  colonial  times,  but  that  is  be¬ 
side  the  purpose  of  this  writing. 

Ihe  modern  emigration  from  Norway  had  its  beginning  with  Cleng 
Peer  son  and  his  followers  coming  to  this  country  in  1825.  Since  that 
time  to  our  present  day  about  one  million  men  and  women  have  left 
Norway  to  find  new  homes  in  this  country.  In  this  vast  throng  we  find 
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THE  NELSON  BROTHERS 
From  the  left:  Peeler,  Toilet',  Lars,  John  and  Ole 

the  five  Nelson  brothers  from  Tynset  in  0sterdalen,  Norway.  These  five 
brothers,  Peder,  Tollef,  Lars,  John  and  Ole  were  all  horn  at  Setermyr- 
moen  in  Tynset  to  Nils  Pederson  Leteng  and  his  wife  Kari  Tollevsdatter 
Brukroken. 

In  this  historical  sketch  I  shall  take  them  in  the  order  they  came 
to  America.  Because  of  the  circumstances  in  the  old  country,  Peder,  the 
oldest,  was  the  last  to  come  here. 

Tollef  and  Lars  came  together.  Tollef  was  born  March  24,  1S3'3  and 
Lars  was  born  September  12,  1835.  The  8th  of  July,  1857,  together  with 
their  cousin,  Anders  Stortroen,  they  sailed  from  Drammen,  Norway.  Af¬ 
ter  about  eight  weeks,  during  which  they  braved  storm  and  waves,  they 
arrived  at  Quebec,  Canada,  September  7th.  From  there  they  travelled 
partly  by  steamboat  and  partly  by  train  and  came  to  Chicago,  Ill.,  Sep¬ 
tember  14th.  Here  they  parted  company  with  Anders  Stortroen,  who 
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continued  on  to  Wisconsin,  while  the  two  Nelson  brothers  took  the  way 
to  their  mother’s  brother,  Peder  Larson,  who  lived  near  Big  Canoe,  Iowa, 
not  far  from  Deoorah.  They  covered  several  hundred  miles  of  this  jour¬ 
ney  on  foot.  The  first  winter  they  stayed  at  Big  Canoe  and  earned  a  lit¬ 
tle  by  cutting  wood.  The  following  summer  they  did  whatever  work 
there  was  to  he  had.  Later  they  rented  land  on  shares.  For  a  time  they 
also  lived  in  Houston  and  Freeborn  counties  in  Minnesota. 

In  1867  they  made  a  trip  to  Otter  Tail  county,  where  they  home¬ 
steaded.  They  returned  and  in  1868  brought  their  families  with  them. 
They  traveled  with  horses  and  came  to  what  is  now  the  Town  of  Tumuli 
about  June  5th.  One  by  the  name  of  Lillemoen  had  settled  there  before 
Ibe  Nelsons  arrived.  Soon  after  others  came. 


May  21),  1861  T'ollef  Nelson  was  married  to  Marit  Larson.  She  was 
horn  June  5th,  1839  at  Tolga  in  0sterdalen  of  the  parents  Lars  Estenson 
and  Marit  Olsdatter  (Ibegkaasen) .  Her  parents  came  from  Tynset,  but 
settled  on  the  farm  Utistuen,  near  a  beautiful  lake  “Drengen”  in  Tolga 
parish.  Relatives  of  the  family  are  still  living  there.  Together  with  the 
other  members  of  her  family  Marit  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1852. 
They  crossed  the  ocean  in  eight  weeks  by  sailship,  arriving  at  Quebec  in 
June.  They  first  went  to  Yorkville  Prairie,  Wis.,  where  Ingvald  Sagem 
a  cousin  of  Marit  lived.  The  year  after  the  family  moved  to  Muskegb, 
M  is.,  where  they  lived  on  a  farm  until  1856.  While  there  Marit  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  Muskego  Church,  the  first  Lutheran  house  of  worship 
built  by  our  people  in  this  country.  That  church,  as  it  was  originally 
built,  now  stands  on  the  Luther  Seminary  grounds  in  St.  Anthony  Park. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  In  1S56  the  family  moved  to  Spring  Grove,  Minn.,  and  a 
year  latei  to  Fillemore  County  and  again  in  1861  to  Jackson  County. 

Tollef  homesteaded  east  of  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  The  buildings,  which 
were  built  later,  were  located  about  one  mile  from  the  lake.  Close  by, 
where  now  is  located  the  Prohosky  Camp,  was  at  that  time  an  Indian 
camp.  Tollef  was  on  friendly  teiins  with  the  Indians.  He  often  paid 
them  a  visit  and  they  often  came  to  his  home  and  then  they  usually 
asked  for  something  to  eat. 

In  those  early  days  the  mosquito  was  a  terrible  plague,  and  as  there 
were  no  screens,  the  people  had  to  fight  them  both  day  and  night.  A 
smudge  was  built  to  keep  the  insects  away.  Fish  were  plentiful  in  rivers 
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and  lakes,  and  prairie  and  woods  had  an  abundance  of  wild  game.  It  is 
said,  that  often  while  Mrs.  Nelson  was  preparing  breakfast  Mr.  Nelson 
would  take  the  gun  and  soon  be  back  with  game  for  dinner. 

The  first  summer  he  built  a  log  cabin  big  enough  so  they  could  get 
along  through  the  winter.  After  years  of  hard  toil  he  built  a  fine  home. 
He  wyas  interested  in  church  and  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Ten 
Ai ile  Lake  Lutheran  congregation,  which  was  organized  July  9th,  1869. 
He  wa s  a  leader  in  the  congregation  and  held  many  positions  of  trust. 
He  was  elected  to  the  first  board  of  elders  of  this  congregation.  His 
home,  as  well  as  the  homes  of  many  of  the  pioneers,  welcomed  the  visit¬ 
ing  pastors,  who  came  to  them  with  the  word  of  life.  Churches  were  not 
built  until  years  later.  The  Sundays  the  pastor  could  not  be  present 
they  gathered  anyhow  for  worship.  He  was  a  staunch  Christian  and  of 
a  positive  nature.  He  also  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of 
ihe  community.  We  find  that  together  with  his  brothers  and  other  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  community  he  signed  a  petition  to  organize  the  Town  of  Tu¬ 
muli.  The  records  also  show  that  as  early  as  the  year  1870  they  were 
listed  as  taxpayers.  He  was  alsio  a  zealous  hunter,  which  in  the  end 
proved  fatal  to  him.  One  October  day  in  1895,  while  duck  hunting  on 
South  Ten  Mile  Lake,  he  was  shot.  He  had  placed  the  gun  in  the  boat. 
Then  the  dog  jumped  into  the  boat  before  him.  Somehow  the  dog 
stepped  on  the  trigger.  The  charge  hit  Mr.  Nelson’s  hip  and  entered 
the  stomach.  He  was  able  to  get  himself  ashore,  where  later  others 
found  him.  He  was  conscious  all  the  time  until  he  passed  away  three 
days  later,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1895.  Mrs.  Tollef  Nelson  passed  away 
October  28,  1905.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  church  yard. 

To  this  union  were  born  12  children  : 

Kari,  Mrs.  Tollef  O.  Udby,  was  born  at  Spring  Grove,  Minn.  April 
17th,  1862.  She  had  no  children  of  her  own,  but  brought  up  in  her  home 
Mrs.  Dr.  John  Dordahl  of  Sacred  Heart,  Minn,  and  Clara  Olson  of 
Ashby,  Minn. 

One  Nels  was  born  in  1864,  but  died  at  an  early  age. 

May  26th,  1866,  while  residing  in  Freeborn  County,  Minn.,  another 
boy  was  born  to  them.  He  was  also  given  the  name  Nels.  He  became  la¬ 
ter  the  well  known  Nels  T.  Moen,  attorney,  politician,  and  editor  of  the 
“Fergus  Falls  Ugeblad”,  the  Norwegian  weekly,  published  in  Fergus 


11 


Falls.  January  21,  1898  he  was  married  to  Betsy  Johnson.  To  this  union 
were  born  five  hoys:  Theron,  who  is  dead:  Thomas  in  St.  Cloud,  Minn. ; 
Milford,  near  Baudette,  Minn.  He  has  three  children.  Neal  in  Sioux 
Falls,  S.  D.  and  Carroli  in  Wisconsin.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Moen  was  later  married  to  Inga  Stortroen,  who  survives  him.  Mr. 
Moen  died  August  23rd,  1929. 

Inger,  Mrs.  Peter  C.  Svendsrud,  was  born  in  Tumuli  August  25th. 
1S68.  She  was  the  first  white  girl  to  be  born  there.  She  lias  lived  on  her 
father’s  homestead  for  about  70  years.  There  are  four  children  in  this 
family :  Chester,  who  with  his  father,  operates  the  farm.  He  is  married 
to  Norma  Bergerud  and  has  three  children.  He  is  at  present  secretary 
of  the  congregation.  Mildred,  Mrs.  O.  T.  Lien,  lives  in  Dalton  and  has 
two  children.  Borghild,  Mrs.  Philip  Fjestad  of  Carlisle,  has  two  children. 
Evelyn,  the  youngest  is  a  clerk  in  the  Frigaard  store  in  Dalton. 


Lars  was  born  April  9th,  1870.  He  is  a  well  known  farmer  in  Tumu¬ 
li.  He  is  married  to  Caroline  Bothun.  They  have  had  eleven  children  of 
whom  three  have  passed  away,  namely  Carl,  Irving  and  Marie.  Tilford 
is  married  to  Amanda  Lien  and  has  two  children.  He  farms  east  of  Dal¬ 
ton.  Leonard  and  Clarion  are  Working  out.  Myrtle,  Mrs.  Earl  Sutton, 
lives  at  Spokane,  Wash.  Lillian,  Mrs  Roy  Hansel  of  Dalton,  has  one 
child.  Kenneth,  Irville  and  Vernon  are  at  home.  Lars  is  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  faithful  janitor. 


One  Martin  is  dead. 

The  boy  that  was  born  after  him  then  received  the  name  Martin. 
Lie  was  horn  November  15th,  1873.  He  is  married  to  Gina  Molden.  They 
operate  the  well  known  Nelson  Cafe  in  Fergus  Falls.  They  have  two 
children:  Thomas,  a  graduate  of  St.  Olaf  College  and  now  a  business 
man  in  Fergus  Falls.  Gladys  is  doing  office  work  in  the  same  city. 

The  eighth  and  the  ninth  of  the  Tollef  Nelson  children  were  both 
named  Peder.  They  died  in  infancy. 

Anton  was  born  October  30th,  1879.  He  farms  near  Provost,  Alberta, 
Canada.  He  is  married  to  Clara  Lakevold  and  has  three  children  :  Or¬ 
ville,  Myrabelle  and  Adeline. 


is  a 


Thore  was  born  April  17,  1882.  He 
barber  and  painter.  They  live  in 


is  married  to  Pauline  Olson.  He 
Minneapolis  and  have  five  child- 
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ren  :  May,  Mrs.  Clifford  Flyn,  has  two  children  ;  Ophelia,  Mrs.  Mike 
T’lyn,  has  one  child  ;  and  Evelyn,  Thelmar  and  Waldo. 

Eline,  Mrs.  Emil  Brusven,  is  the  youngest  of  the  Tollef  Nelson 
children.  She  was  born  June  13th,  1885.  They  have  three  children:  Her¬ 
bert.  is  an  instructor  at  a  business  college  i  Fargo,  N.  Dak. ;  Edna  is  a 
school  teacher ;  and  Esther  is  married  to  Roy  Boe  of  Ashby.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Emil  Brusven,  until  recently,  operated  a  restaurant  in  Ashby, 
Minn.  This  they  have  now  turned  over  to  their  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
while  they  themselves  are  enjoying  a  visit  to  Norway,  the  land  of  their 
forefathers. 
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CHAPTER  THREE 


The  Lars  Nelsion  family — Merchant,  farmer,  justice  of  peace  etc. — 
A  visit  back  to  Norway  etc. 


Lars  Nelson  came  to  this  country  together  with  his  brother  Tollef. 
lhat  is  mentioned  in  chapter  two,  also  the  various  places  he  stayed  be¬ 
fore  coming  with  his  family  to  Tumuli  in  1868.  He  homesteaded  about 
one  mile  southwest  of  Dalton,  where  now  J.  O.  Skavhaug  lives.  In  1865 
he  married  Sigrid  Andersdatter  from  Valders,  Norway.  Lars  was  in¬ 
terested  in  church  as  well  as  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  was  a 
ch alter  member  of  the  Ten  Mile  Lake /Lutheran  congregation,  was  elect¬ 
ed  to  its  first  board  of  trustees,  served  as  its  first  secretary,  a  position 
lie  held  until  a  short  time  before  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
1  own  Board  and  was  a  justice  of  peace.  In  those  days  a  pastor  served 
a  much  larger  territory  than  a  pastor  does  today.  It  was  therefore  about 
impossible  for  the  pastor  to  be  present  at  all  functions  and  so  it  occa¬ 
sionally  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  justice  of  peace  to  marry  people.  It  is  re¬ 
ported,  that  while  Lars  Nelson  served  as  justice  of  peace,  he  officiated 
at  the  marriage  of  Even  Sonmor  and  Ivari  Lokstad.  Lars  was  also  for 
many  years  manager  of  the  P.  V.  elevator  in  Dalton.  In  1D11  he  moved 
with  his  family  into  Dalton,  where  he  passed  away  nine  weeks  later. 

December  5th,  11)11.  His  first  wife  had  died  March  17th,  1878,  during 
childbirth. 

In  his  first  marriage  he  had  five  children.  The  youngest,  Lisa,  died 
in  birth.  The  other  four  children  are : 

Nels,  was  born  at  Big  <  anoe,  Iowa,  where  his  father  for  some  time 
operated  a  store.  Nels  was  married  to  Sirina  Botlmn.  They  have  had 
live  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  namely:  Dr.  Leonard  Nelson, 
New'  Richmond,  Wis.,  who  is  married  and  has  four  children  :  Frona, 
Marjorie,  Signor  and  Nathan;  Camilla,  Mrs.  John  Skarud,  Ada,  Minn.; 
Leah,  Mrs.  S.  Pallum  also  of  Ada,  who  has  one  daughter,  Nancy. 
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Andrew  died  in  childhood. 

Carrie,  Mrs.  Emil  Bakken,  Mentor,  Minn.,  has  had  four  children, 
of  whom  three  are  living :  Clifford  is  married  and  lives  in  International 
Falls,  Minn.,  and  has  three  children.  Jeanette,  Mrs.  Melvin  Gjerde, 
Thief  River  Falls,  Minn.,  has  four  children.  Edna  is  the  youngest  of 
Carrie’s  children.  Carrie  died  in  1018. 

Serina,  the  third  of  Lars  Nelson’s  children,  is  married  to  Anton 
Brenden  and  lives  at  Schafer,  N.  Dak. 

Anton,  the  fourth,  is  married  to  Inga  Bakken,  and  lives  at  Mentor, 
Minn.  He  has  one  daughter,  Esther,  Mrs.  Orris  Larson.  She  has  one 
child. 

As  already  stated,  Mrs.  Lars  Nelson  died  in  1878.  In  1879  Lars  made 
a  trip  to  Norway,  leaving  his  children  to  stay  with  his  brothers.  Nels 
stayed  with  uncle  John,  Carrie  with  uncle  Peeler,  Serina  with  uncle  Ole 
and  Anton  with  uncle  Tollef.  In  leaving  L»alton  for  the  old  country  that 
3  ear  he  traveled  on  the  first  train  that  came  to  Dalton.  He  returned 
in  1880.  He  then  married  Johanna  Pedersdatter  Sagmoen  from  Tyneet. 
To  this  union  were  born  eight  children : 

Siri,  Mrs.  Henry  Halvorson,  Van  Hook,  N.  Dak.  She  died  in  1029. 
She  has  had  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living :  Lloyd,  not  married  ; 
Thelma,  Mrs.  Ralph  Setermo,  Van  Hook,  N.  Dak.,  lias  five  children : 
Violet,  Mrs.  Barney  Holst,  Long  Beach,  Cal. ;  Ilildred,  Mrs.  Vein  Acker¬ 
man,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has  three  children  living;  Esther,  Mrs.  Ed.  Neste- 
void,  Van  Hook,  N.  Dak.,  has  also  three  children  living  Siri’s  youngest 
child  is  Nerissa. 

Ole  is  married  to  Selma  Berg  and  lives  in  Dalton.  They  have  five 
children :  Loretta ;  Mildred,  Mrs.  Meloycl  Soliah,  Fergus  Falls,  Minn. ; 
Eldred,  Stella  and  Roger  at  home.  Ole  also  lias  two  grandchildren. 

Inger,  Mrs.  Edward  Svingcn,  Frazer,  Mont.,  has  had  five  children, 
of  whom  four  are  living:  Judith,  Jerry,  Ellsworth  and  Robert. 

Lisa  is  married  to  Ole  Halvorson  and  lives  south  of  Dalton.  She  is 
at  the  present  time  president  of  the  ladies  aid. 

Peder  is  married  to  Nora  Hanson  and  has  one  child  Naomi.  He  oper¬ 
ates  a  tourist  camp  near  Cross  Lake,  Minn. 

Doiand,  who  met  an  accidental  death  in  falling  from  the  roof,  while 
building  a  garage  in  Dalton,  was  married  to  Nora  Udsetli.  They  have 
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had  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Jeanettle,  Adelaide,  Luane, 
Dorand  and  Holace.  Nevoline,  the  oldest,  died  May  (5th  103(5. 

Anna,  Mrs.  Einar  Nesset,  Van  Hook,  N.  Dak.,  has  four  children: 
Orville,  Joel,  Esther  and  Alvira. 

Lena,  Mrs.  Alfred  L.  Hanson,  Dalton,  has  three  children :  Alonzo, 
Jairus  and  Doraine.  Mrs.  Hanson  is  at  the  present  time  secretary  of  the 
ladies  aid. 

Peder  M.  Moen,  a  half  brother,  lives  near  Cross  Lake,  Minn. 

Lars  Nelson’s  wife,  by  second  marriage,  died  September  19th  1020. 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 


The  John  Nelson  family — Bardu  and  Maalselvedalen  in  northern 
Norway  through  this  family  again  come  in  Contact  with  0sterdalen. 


John,  the  third  of  the  Nelson  brothers  to  come  to  this  country,  was 
born  July  5th,  1841.  He  came  to  his  uncle  Peder  Larson,  near  Big- 
Canoe,  Iowa,  in  1867.  He  worked  for  some  time  in  that  neighborhood 
until  the  following  winter,  when  he,  together  with  his  Cousin,  Even  Son- 
riior  and  Ole  Svendson,  went  to  Fort  Snelling.  Here  they  hired  out  to 
drive  the  stage-coach  between  Fort  Snelling  and  Abercrombie.  The 
stage-coach  conveyed  mail  and  passengers  and  was  pulled  by  mules. 
John  Nelson  later  left  for  Tumuli  in  Otter  Tail  county,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  June  2nd,  1S68.  He  homesteaded  west  of  Dalton.  September  2nd. 
1870,  he  was  married  to  Dorthea  Lokstad,  who,  a  short  time  before,  had 
arrived  from  Bardu,  Norway.  She  came  to  this  country  with  her  mother. 
Mrs.  Siri  (Sigrid)  Lokstad,  a  widow,  and  three  brothers  and  a  sister. 
Hans,  Peder,  Erick  and  Ivari  (Mrs.  Even  Sonmor).  Hans  Lokstad  home¬ 
steaded  where  later  O.  J.  Synstelien  lived,  on  the  east  side  of  South  Ten 
Mile  Lake.  Mrs.  Siri  Lokstad  made  her  home  with  her  son  Hans.  She 
was  born  November  15th,  1815  and  died  September  2nd,  1887.  Sbe  was 
a  good  woman.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  congregation 
and  is  buried  in  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  church  yard.  Her  son  Hans,  later 
moved  west  into  the  Red  River  Valley. 

Here  it  might  be  mentioned,  that  Bardu-  and  Maalselvedalen  in 
northern  Norway  was  in  the  early  days  settled  by  people  from  0sterda- 
len  and  Gudbrandsdalen.  Later,  as  some  of  the  descendants  of  these 
people  emigrated  to  this  country,  they  met  with  their  kinfolk,  who  came 
directly  from  0sterdalen,  as  was  the  case  with  these  two  families. 

John  Nelson  was  interested  in  the  church  so  we  find  him  as  a  char¬ 
ter  member  of  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  congregation.  He  was  for  many  years 
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the  congregational  treasurer. He  lived  on  his  homestead  until  he  passed 
away  on  his  39th  wedding  anniversary,  September  2nd,  1909.  TIis  wife, 
in  whom  he  had  a  faithful  companion,  was  horn  April  14th,  1845  and 

passed  away  June  14th,  1914. 


They  had  three  children,  namely  : 

Kari,  who  was  horn  June  20th,  1871,  is  named  after  her  grand¬ 
mother  on  the  father’s  side.  October  10th,  1880,  she  was  confirmed,  to¬ 
gether  with  Peder  M.  Moen.  Anders  Holmen,  Kari  L.  Nelson  and  Gurine 
Olson,  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Haugan.  This  is  mentioned  because  it  was  the  first 
class  confirmed  in  the  newly-built  church.  The  three  first  mentioned  of 
this  class  are  still  living.  June  16th,  1896,  Kari  was  married  to  Carl 
Dyhdahl,  who  was  born  at  Maalselvedalen,  Norway.  To  this  marriage 
were  horn  five  children :  Miranda,  Mrs.  Clifford  Huse,  Dalton,  Minn., 
who  has  three  children,  Kathleen,  Neuman  and  Forrest.  Joy,  the  next 
oldest,  died  November  1st.  1917,  in  an  automobile  accident  between 
Fergus  Falls  and  Dalton.  He  was  19  years  old.  Carol  is  married  to 
Lillian  Mudge  and  works  for  the  Montgomery  Ward  Company  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  He  has  one  son  James  Carl.  Orlando  is  married  to  Bertha 
Osmon.  They  have  had  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living :  Duane 
Osmond,  Orlarnl  Carl  and  Ordean  Menze.  Virginia,  the  oldest,  died  Sep- 
icmoer  20th,  1935.  Clifford,  the  youngest  of  Kari's  children,  works  near 
Somerset,  IVis.  Carl  Dyhdahl  died  April  4th,  1917.  November  16,  1926, 
Mrs.  Dyhdahl  married  Bersvend  O.  Moen  from  Tynset.  He  was  a  neigh¬ 
bor  to  the  Nelsons  in  Norway.  He  died  November  6th,  1933.  Mrs.  Dyb- 
dahl-Moen  is  still  living  on  her  farm  in  Tumuli,  together  with  her  son 
Oilando  and  his  family.  TTp  to  last  year  she  was  president  of  the  la¬ 
dies  aid. 

Nels,  the  second  of  John  Nelson’s  children,  was  born  March  24th, 
187t>.  He  was  named  after  his  grandfather  on  the  father’s  side.  Novem¬ 
ber  18th  1903,  he  was  married  to  Bertha  Aker,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johan  Aker,  who  lived  east  of  Ten  Mile  Lake,  where  now  Ed.  Brand- 
void  lives.  Her  parents  moved  later  to  Bawlf,  Alberta,  Canada.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nels  J.  Nelson  have  had  five  children,  who  all  live :  John  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Minnie  Bjorgo  and  lives  at  Fergus  Falls,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
trucking;  Lena  lives  at  home  with  her  mother;  Nora  is  a  telephone 
operator  at  Dalton;  Selinda  is  employed  at  the  Pioneer  Memorial  Home 


18 


in  Fergus  Falls ;  Nobel  is  married  to  Mildred  Tripp  and  has  one  child, 
Delbert  Arlin.  He  lives  on  the  home  place.  Nels  took  over  the  homestead 
after  his  father  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  April  15th,  1937.  He  died 
suddenly  of  heart  attack  while  repairing  a  well  in  the  neighborhood. 

Siriana,  the  youngest  of  John  Nelson’s  children,  was  born  July  14th, 
1879.  July  6th,  1904  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Helleck  Helleckson 
of  Elbow  Lake,  Minn.  They  have  one  adopted  daughter,  Amanda  H'olte, 
who  is  married  to  Elmer  Haarstad.  They  have  one  child,  Harland  Ar¬ 
lington. 

In  connection  with  the  John  Nelson’s  three  children  it  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  they  were  all  baptized  by  Rev.  Ole  J.  Kasa,  confirmed  by 
Rev.  B.  B.  Haugan,  and  married  in  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  church  by  Rev. 
J.  J.  Reudahl. 
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CHAPTER  FIVE 


The  Ole  Nelson  family — Farmer  and  merchant  at  Dalton — Home¬ 
steaded  in  the  “Thirteen  Towns”  etc. 


Ole  was  the  youngest  of  the  five  Nelson  brothers,  who  settled  in 
Town  of  Tumuli.  He  was  horn  April  24th,  1848.  He  was  baptized,  con¬ 
firmed  and  married  in  the  church  at  Tynset,  Norway.  His  wife’s  name 
was  Mali  Tlioresdatter  Kjindalen.  She  was  born  in  1851.  They  were 
married  in  1872.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  they  emigrated  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  coming  directly  to  Tumuli  in  Otter  Tail  County.  They  came  to 
Campbell,  which  at  that  time  was  the  nearest  railroad  station.  The  first 
year  in  this  country  they  stayed  will  his  brother  Lars.  The  following 
year  Ole  took  land  west  from  Parkdale,  the  present  Hjermstad  farm. 
Here  they  lived  until  the  year  the  railroad  was  opened  through  Dalton. 
Then  they  moved  into  Dalton,  where,  together  with  Knut  Brandvold,  he 
opened  a  general  merchandise  store.  He  continued  in  this  business  until 
the  fall  of  1883.  That  year  the  so-called  “Thirteen  Tbwns”  in  northern 
Minnesota  were  opened  to  settlers.  Ole  homesteaded  there  and  the  same 
fall  moved  there  with  his  family.  His  farm  is  located  3%  miles  north  of 
what  now  is  called  Fosston.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death  in  the  spring 
of  181)7.  His  wife  died  in  11)34. 

They  have  had  the  following  children: 

Nels,  the  oldest,  is  in  business  at  Bagley,  Minn.  In  181)0  he  was  mar¬ 
ked  to  Susanna  Olson  of  Fosston.  They  have  ten  children :  Mabel,  Mrs. 
Ambrose  Borth,  Owatanna,  Minn.,  has  one  daughter;  Cora  lives  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Minn.;  Josephine,  Mrs,  Geo.  E.  Pigott,  Denver,  Colo.,  has  one 
daughter;  Lenora,  Mrs.  Nels  Larson,  Bagley,  Minn.;  Esther,  Mrs.  Byrd 
1  .  Christ,  Sioux  City,  la.,  has  one  son;  Evelyn,  Mrs.  Wm.  Torgerson, 

1  tdef  River  falls,  Minn.;  Orlando  is  married  to  Floris  Hamnes  and 
lives  at  Bagley;  Norman  is  a  student  at  the  State  Teachers  College,  Be 
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midji,  Minn.;  Kenneth  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Minnesota;  and 
Maurice,  the  youngest,  also  is  a  student  at  the  Bemidji  State  Teachers 
College. 

Carrie,  the  second  of  Ole  Nelson’s  children,  was  married  to  John 
Hillestad,  Fosston,  Minn.  She  died  in  1905.  They  have  one  adopted 
daughter. 

Thore  is  married  to  Lena  Haugen  of  Fosston.  They  live  at  Clear- 
brook,  Minn,  and  have  had  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Myrtle,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Beach,  Minneapolis ;  Anna  in  Detroit,  Mich. ;  and 
Lloyd  at  Clearbrook. 

John  is  married  to  Marie  Christianson  of  Erskine,  Minn.  He  is  a 
railroad  engineer  and  lives  at  Minot,  N.  Dak.  He  has  one  daughter  and 
one  granddaughter. 

George  lives  in  Bemidji,  Minn.  Was  for  some  time  on  the  police 
force  in  that  town.  He  is  now  in  the  trucking  business. 

Ida,  Mrs.  Harry  Gardner,  lives  at  Fargo,  N.  Dak. 

Gea  also  lives  in  Fargo. 

Anna,  Mrs.  Nimmo,  also  resides  at  Fargo. 

Nina,  Mrs.  Ralph  Jenkins,  lives  at  Fargo  and  has  two  sons. 

Ole,  the  youngest  of  the  Ole  Nelson  children,  is  married  to  Selma 
Hazelton  of  Fosston.  They  live  in  Minneapolis. 
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CHAPTER  SIX 


The  Peeler  Nelson  family — The  last  to  arrive  in  this  country — 
Walked  on  font  part  of  the  way  from  Campbell  to  Tumuli — Donated  site 
for  the  church — Descendants  in  this  country  of  Anne,  the  sister  of  the 
Nelson  brothers — Closing  remarks. 


Peder,  the  oldest  of  the  Nelson  brothers,  was  the  last  one  to  come 
to  this  country.  In  the  first  chapter  of  this  historical  sketch  a  mention 
was  made  of  his  birth,  home,  marriage  etc.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat 
what  has  already  been  written.  We  shall  begin  with  his  coming  to  this 
country.  Together  with  his  wife,  and  three  sons,  Nils,  Ole  and  Peder, 
who  ranged  in  age  12,  8  and  3  years,  he  left  for  America  in  1878.  They 
firmed  at  Campbell  in  June  of  that  year.  From  there  they  continued 
the  journey  part  of  the  way  on  foot  and  came  at  last  to  his  brother 
Ole’s  place.  The  first  winter  they  stayed  at  the  home  of  his  brother 
Lars,  who  as  has  already  been  related,  took  a  trip  back  to  Norway  that 
winter.  The  following  spring  Peder  bought  the  Peder  Korstad  farm, 
"  here  his  son  Peder  P.  Moen  now  lives.  He  was  interested  in  the  church 
and  donated  the  site  for  the  new  church  and  also  land  for  a  cemetery. 
He  died  December  20th,  1888,  and  was  the  second  person  to  be  buried 
iii  the  Ten  Mile  Lake  church  yard.  His  wife  died  June  19th,  1910  at  the 
age  of  09  years. 

They  have  had  six  children  : 

Nils  P.  Moen,  the  oldest,  was  born  September  2nd,  1800.  He  was  a 
watchmaker  and  jeweler  at  Pelican  Rapids,  Minn.  He  married  Helena 
Hanson  of  that  community.  He  died  in  1930.  They  have  had  five  child¬ 
ren:  Pearl,  Mrs.  Geo.  Ruud  of  Pelican  Rapids,  has  three  children,  Ar¬ 
lene,  Stanley  and  Paul;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Perry  Solum,  Hitterdal,  Minn.;  Ole, 
v. bo  is  not  married,  stays  at  home;  Carl  is  bookkeeper  at  rhe  Peli¬ 
can  Rapids  creamery.  He  is  married  to  Edith  Lamming  and  has  one  son 
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Carl  Donnovan ;  Nellie,  Mrs.  Arthur  Knutson,  Erhard,  Minn.,  has  had 
three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living :  Waldo  and  Phyllis. 

Ole  P.  Moen  was  born  May  17th,  1870.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Halvorson  of  Dalton.  He  was  city  clerk  of  Fergus  Falls.  In  1890  he  was 
running  for  the  office  of  county  auditor,  but  died  the  Sunday  before 
election,  November  1st,  at  the  age  of  20  years.  He  has  two  children : 
Pliny  is  married  to  Mary  Griddle  of  Barlow,  N.  Dak.  They  have  three 
children:  Michael,  Olive  and  Delton.  They  live  at  Carrington,  N.  Dak. 
Tilla,  Mrs.  Clinton  Golbraiht,  has  two  children:  James  Owen  and  Vir¬ 
ginia.  She  lives  at  Lewistown,  Mont. 

Peder  P.  Moen,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm,  was  born  May  8th, 
1875.  He  is  married  to  Kristine  Hegseth  from  Town  of  Oscar.  They  have 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Martin,  at  home,  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  agriculture  college  at  Crookston,  Minn.  He  is  also  the  faith¬ 
ful  church  janitor  for  the  Luther  league  meetings ;  Carrie,  Tliora  and 
Clarice  are  graduates  of  Concordia  College,  Moorhead,  Minn.,  and  are 
engaged  in  high  school  work.  They  are  all  accomplished  musicians  and 
are  especially  active  in  choir  work;  Neola,  the  youngest,  is  a  student  at 
Concordia  College  and  has  for  years  been  the  church  organist;  Mildred 
died  in  infancy;  Palmer  studied  one  year  at  Concordia  College.  Later  he 
graduated  from  Dacotah  Business  College.  He  was  married  to  Stella 
Langlie  of  Pelican  Rapids,  Minn.  He  has  one  little  daughter  Shirley 
Ann.  Palmer  died  March  1st,  1935.  Peder  is  a  member  of  the  Town 
Board. 

Karinius,  the  fourth  child  of  Peder  Nelson,  was  born  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  died  at  the  age  of  seven. 

Kari,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Halvorson,  was  born  August  lltli,  1882.  She 
lives  south  of  Dalton  and  has  four  children:  Clarabelle  and  Ruth  are 
both  teaching  school ;  Pearl  has  a  position  in  Minneapolis  and  Goodwin 
is  at  home. 

Karinius,  the  youngest,  was  named  after  the  other  Karinius.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  two. 

In  the  opening  chapter  we  learned  that  descendants  of  Kirsti,  a  sis¬ 
ter  of  the  Nelson  brothers,  live  on  the  old  ancestral  homestead  in  Nor¬ 
way.  The  purpose  of  this  pamphlet  was  solely  to  give  a  brief  history  of 
these  five  brothers,  and  their  descendants.  But  permit  the  author  to 
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make  one  slight  deviation  from  that  rule.  Anne,  the  other  sister  of  the 
Nelson  brothers,  married  one  Mr.  Kletvang.  A  daughter  of  Anne,  Mrs. 
Kari  Lokken,  lives  in  this  country.  She  has  three  children :  Harold,  Al¬ 
vin  and  Olaf.  The  family  resides  at  Hillsboro,  N.  Dak.  Mrs.  Lokken  is 
at  the  present  a  patient  at  the  San  Haven  Sanatorium. 

We  have  noticed,  from  wliat  information  these  chapters  have  given 
us,  that  these  brothers  were  active  in  church  and  community  life.  We 
are  also  happy  to  state  that  their  descendants  take  interest  in  what 
their  forebears  started  and  helped  build.  If  time  and  space  allowed,  we 
would  find  many  of  the  present  generation  holding  or  have  held  posi¬ 
tions  of  trust  in  their  respective  communities.  The  author  has  tried  to 
mention  those,  who,  at  the  writing  of  this  sketch,  serve  in  a  special  capa¬ 
city  in  the  congregation  and  community  these  brothers  helped  to  organ¬ 
ise  and  build.  Some  names  may  have  been  omitted,  but  if  so,  it  has  not 
'been  done  intentionally.  These  names  are  mentioned  to  prove  the  asser¬ 
tion  that  the  children  are  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  fathers. 

Here  we  shall  stop.  More  could  have  been  written  both  about  these 
pioneers  as  well  as  their  descendants,  but  at  least  a  start  has  been  mpde 
in  the  right  direction.  May  the  persons  interested  in  this  particular  fami¬ 
ly’s  history  add  to  where  this  sketch  leaves  off  and  pass  it  on  to  their 
posterity.  Let  us  cleave  to  the  good  received  from  our  fathers  and  share 
it  with  others.  Let  us  build  an  America  of  the  best  found  in  every  racial 
group  within  our  borders  and  we  need  not  fear  for  our  country’s  future ! 
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